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A Study of Zhang Huiyan’s Theory of
Seal Carving and

Its Influence on His Theory of
Prose Writing*

Tsai,Mei-Hui*"

Abstract

Zhang Huiyan is named together with Yun Jing as co-founder of the
Yang Hu School; Zhang’s theories regarding the prose genres should have
their own uniqueness. Li Zhaoluo, a member of the Yang Hu School,
considers that Zhang Huiyan’s prose shows “deep reasoning, knowledge
and experience, as well as excellent writing skills,” while Zhang himself
exudes “the manner of a Confucian Scholar.” Thus, we see that in Zhang’s
prose there are both reasoning and knowledge, along with excellent
writing. Nevertheless, Zhang seldom mentions how to write in Classical
Chinese, particularly regarding how to structure a composition. Zhang
advocates applying writing techniques of different kinds of verse forms
and prose genres, and is himself an expert in the art of seal carving.
Zhang’s studies of the prose genres are not only related to his theories of
fu and ci but also connected to his theory of seal carving. This study
attempts to explore Zhang’s theory of prose writing by way of his theory

of seal carving so as to give a structure to his writing methods and skills

* Received : June26, 2017 ; Sent out for revision : September23, 2018 ; Accepted :
September30, 2018

** Associate Professor of General Course Program Center, National Taipei University
of Business
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regarding how to form and decide the theme, how to structure a

composition, and how to use language, while eventually constructing a
definitive theory of Zhang’s prose writing.

Keywords: Zhang Huiyan, Yang Hu School,

Studies of the Prose Genres,

Theory of Seal Carving, Theory of Prose Writing
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