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Laozi and Berlin - Comparison of
Transformed by them and Freedom*

Ruei-Chi Tseng**

Abstract

The possibility and method of freedom is an issue that is discussed
jointly by ancient and modern philosophers both at home and abroad. The
two thousand years ago, Laozi advocated the formation of Taoism in all
things. Therefore, although all things are different, their status is equal.
Everything must be respected, so as to extend the view that the whole
thing is my own nature and free because of self-ification. This path can be
used as a personal cultivation, or it can guide the ruling party, and use the
inaction to rule the country, so that the people can imitate the law and
achieve freedom through self-transformation.

From the perspective of empiricism and individualism, Berlin
believes that freedom has both "positive freedom” and "negative
freedom”, and that negative freedom can achieve true freedom. However,
no matter what kind of freedom, freedom is the core of individualism.
People must be conscious, get rid of "determinism”, regain their
autonomy, and be responsible for their decisions.
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