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Evolution From Paddy to Paddy Field
--On the Paddy Field Theme of Ho Nai Kin's Prose*

Hung Kim Chong™*

Abstract: From the “The Grass Color of That Year” in the 1970s to the
“Let the Life Stretch Like a Tree” in 2007, realised that the theme of Ho
Nai Kin’s prose over 30 years was surrounded by the theme of paddy field.
Through his observation on paddy field as well as his own life experiences,
he implied these into his prose and communicated to the public. This
article mainly focused on few aspects of Ho Nai Kin’s prose: (i) to discuss
the writing of paddy as described in “The Grass Color of That Year”; (ii)
the combination of writing on paddy field with Buddhist’s philosophy in
1990s Buddhist’s prose; (iii) to discuss the relationship between paddy
field and Chinese culture and how the Ho Nai Kin expressed his historical
concept and own observations; and (iv) Ho Nai Kin’s inspiration arising
from the Green Revolution. Ho Nai Kin emphasizes writing and thoughts
in his early works, slowly evolved with greater narration and it turned out
that his prose was filled with thoughts while literacy skill remained

constant.
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