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The Native and The Settler :
Searching for the Identity and Historical Memory of
Isa Kamari’ s Novel

Ngoi Guat Peng™*

Abstract: Isa Kamari is a famous Malay novelist in Singapore. His novel
Rawa was translated into Chinese by Chen Miaohua in 2016 Rawa is
based on the story of Singapore indegenous and is generally described as
a book of memory. However, if we link the story of Rawa to Isa Kamari
earlier novel titled of One Earth (also translated by Chen Miaohua in
1999), obviously we can traced his continuous concern in his creative
writing. The two novels closely related to Singapore’s anti-colonial
history and modern history, which is intended to explore the identity of
minority groups--the Seletar people who is known as the aboriginal of the
sea or the Chinese Muslims who became “Malays” In recent days, their
identities and historical memories are deeply influenced by historical and
political changes, and also the reconstruction of ethnic boundaries. This
article attempts to draw out the concern of historical memory and identity
of Singaporean Malay novelist through his Malay translated novels. Try
to explore about the dialectical relationship between the native and the

settler in Singapore modern history, questioning about the issue of ethnic

* Received: May 30, 2019; Sent out for revision: August 20, 2019;
Accepted: August 30, 2019

** Associate Professor, Sultan Idris Education University, Malaysia.
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justice. Moreover, searching for the identity, historical culture and the

survival of the minority ethnic groups in Singapore post-colonial context.

Keywords: Isa Kamari, Seletar people, Anti-colonial history, Malay,

Citizen Identity
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Petaling Jaya: SIRD, 2017, p.16.
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Leaving Malay Studies Out”, Working papers, Singapore: Department of Malay
Studies, National University of Singapore, 2018 - 554 » B REFIINAE REE—1H
SR S E T EU & M [ RE > 1] £: Cherian George, Singapore Incomplete: Reflections
on a First World Nation’s Arrested Political Development, Singapore: Woodsville
News, 2017.
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4 Hussein Mutalib, Melayu Singapura: Sebagai Kaum Minoriti dan Muslim Dalam
Sebuah Negeri Global (Kuala Lumpur: SIRD & NUS, 2015) , p.6.

5 Hussein Mutalib, Melayu Singapura: Sebagai Kaum Minoriti dan Muslim Dalam
Sebuah Negeri Global, p.19.

® Hussein Mutalib, Melayu Singapura: Sebagai Kaum Minoriti dan Muslim Dalam
Sebuah Negeri Global, p.25.
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C EEBN I EEZENEENSREEE > 558 The People’s Constitutional
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0 The People’s Constitutional Proposal for Malaya, Kuala Lumpur: SIRD, p.14.
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1L H N CO— & /1& X o The People’s Constitutional Proposal for Malaya,
Kuala Lumpur: SIRD, p.14.

12 FHRARHZE A £%% > Leonard Y. Andaya, “The Search for the ‘Origin’ of Melayu”,
pp.56-75; Anthony Reid, “Understanding Melayu (Malay) as a Source of Diverse
Modern Identities, pp.1-24, Timothy P. Barnard edited, Malay Identity Across

Boundaries, Singapore: Singapore University Press, 2004.
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