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Life, Death, and Time from the Perspective of Female
Playwrights during the Ming and Qing Dynasties.*

Kao, Chen-Lin**

Abstract: In this research | will discuss the significance of time as
reflected in the theme and structure of the dramas written by female
playwrights of the Ming and Qing dynasties. | plan to give particular
attention to how they use plot development and different themes to reveal
their views on the flow of time, the impermanence of worldly affairs, and
the limitations of a human lifetime. | will also examine how the structure
and significance of time is reflected in the form of their scripts, which
exhibit a unique chronotope fashioned out of their inner yearnings and
subjective experience of time. Finally, | will investigate the actual lives of
these playwrights, in an effort to determine how they used their writing to
present their ideas on time and life, protest the transience of life, and

attempt to enter into eternity.

Keywords: Ming and Qing Dynasties, Female Playwrights, Time
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