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(Post)Colonial Taiwanese Women’s Fiction
in the New Millennium:
The Cases of Seeing Ghosts,
Mazu’s Bodyguard, and Ilha Formosa

Pin-chia Feng’

Abstract: Multiple layers of colonial history in Taiwan have nurtured
a strong interest in (post)colonial literary works, as evidenced by the
writing, and studies, of contemporary Taiwanese literature. This article
first identifies important issues and controversies related to (post)colonial
discourse in Taiwan’s academic circles. It then moves on to analyze the
fictional works of three women writers—Li An’s Seeing Ghosts (2004),
Jade Y. Chen’s Mazu's Bodyguards (2004), and Ping Lu’s Ilha Formosa
(2012) —to explore the various strategies through which Taiwanese
women writers represent the (post)colonial condition of the island in the
new millennium. This article concludes that Taiwanese literary scholars,
as well as creative writers, have already established a geopolitically and
culturally specific (post)colonial discourse after more than three decades

of productive debates and discussions.

Keywords: (post)colonialism, women’s fiction, Li An, Jade Y. Chen,

Ping Lu, Seeing Ghosts, Mazu s Bodyguards, Ilha Formosa
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