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A Discussion on Singapore Chinese Writer
Chia Joo Ming’s Novel

and his Experimental Writings®

Seah, Cheng-Ta®

Abstract: As a Singapore Chinese Writer who is incorporating historical
and cultural discourses in his novels, Chia Joo Ming (1959-) wrote his-
torical novels in the 21" century that gained interests from readers world-
wide, namely Reconstructing Chinese Images (2005), 1644: The Year A
Dynasty Was Hanged (2012) and Exile or Pursuit (2015) and Kian Kok
(2018). The article will focus on the novels and analyse the experimen-
talisms in Chia’s historical writing. The works are written with specific
historical backgrounds, with also focuses on the historical narrations and
their suitability in Singapore Chinese literature. In other words, Chia’s
attempt in the novels showed experimental approach in writing that ex-
tended the dimensions in Singapore Chinese Literature, while also dis-

playing the thoughts on the relations between individuals and history.

3 Received: October 31, 2019; Sent out for revision: March 7, 2020;
Accepted: March 17, 2020.

4 Ph. D in Department of Chinese Language and Literature at The Chinese Univer-
sity of Hong Kong.
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