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Review and Reflection on Discussions and Comments

about the Rural Novels in “Seventeen Years”’

Yu Rong-Hu*

Abstract: During the period “Seventeen Years”, the rural nov-
els were onone of the most controversial issues. There were so many dis-
cussions between them, such as how these fictions can serve pol-
itics and policy, how to judge “neutral characters” and “heroes”,
how to treat the function of literature, and so on. Those discussions have
a profound influence on rural novels, because they guided writers’ choic-
es of materials, characters and contents, and finally, they decided the

overall style of rural novels in that time.
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