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Death Chant between the Past and Present:
The Evolution of Elegy Song’s Death Theme’

Pua Shiau Chen*

Abstract: The “Xielu” and “Haoli” were the first elegies included in-
“Xianghe geci” of Yue fu Shiji. These elegies present the new content
through the change of time and transformation of peot. The content and
the titles of songs also changed. The era was meaningful for the de-
velopment of literature. The eras reflected the human lifestyle and life
condition. Therefore the eras can reflect the core values, emotion per-
spective and concept of life of humans in different ages. The change of
time affected the writing mode of elegies The writing mode of literature
included contents and style. The evolution of tradition was inevitable as
this was the result of era growth. There are multi-angle or research meth-
ods to explore the writing mode of literature.The “lyrical tradition” and
“Geo-spatial awareness” also can be used as research method to explore
the writing mode of literature. This article uses the thematological meth-
od to explore the poetics of elegy songs, elegy poetry. The research area

includes elegy songs of ancient China until the ancient elegy poetry of

3 Received: November 15, 2019; Sent out for revision: February 13, 2020;
Accepted: February 28, 2020.
4 Assistant Professor, Institute of Chinese Studies, University Tunku Abdul Rah-

man.
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Malaysia. This will reveal the literary context of elegy songs and the tra-

dition of ancient elegy poetry of Malaysia.

Keywords: Elegy Song, Elegy Poetry, Ancient Elegy Poetry of Malaysia,
Thematology
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