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Kunlun and Shushan:

A Daoist Monastery Imagination in Immortal Fiction®
Cai, Xiang-yu"*

Abstract : Daoist cultivation has been the subject of a great deal
of imagination by writers and scholars throughout the ages, as well
as countless magnificent legends in popular literature and folk oral
traditions, which, together with the influence of contemporary immortal
fictions and even some immortal-themed films and games, have created a
rich but chaotic and even internally contradictory cultural space. Kunlun
and Shushan are two common Daoist Monasteris in contemporary
immortal fiction each with its own typical long literary or cultural
tradition. This paper attempts to reveal the textual traditions of immortal
novels by examining the origins of these two images. Meanwhile the
specific use of these two Daoist Monastery in contemporary immortal
novels such as Taihao, Zhenhun, Immortal Gourd, Luofu, and the
World of Daoist cultivation suggests to us the differences in the authors'

understanding of immortality and the design of their respective plots.

3 Received: May 18, 2020; Sent out for revision: August 28, 2020;
Accepted: September 27, 2020
4 Ph. D. Student in Department of Chinese Language and Literature at Peking Uni-

versity.
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