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“Nature Relatedness” in Fiction

of “Post-1997 Hong Kong Young Writers™”

Chau, Man-lut*

Abstract:The creative styles and themes of fiction by “Post-1997 Hong
Kong Young Writers” are rich and diversified. A lot of work has been
written since 1997, but research on these within academia is limited.
This article focuses on the notion of “nature relatedness” in the fiction of
“Post-1997 Hong Kong Young Writers”. It is an aspect that is rarely dis-
cussed in academic research. Most “Post-1997 Hong Kong Young Writ-
ers” have witnessed Hong Kong’s continuous expansion of urban spaces
through the removal of mountains, reclamation, and urban renewal. When
the urban space continues to expand, the natural space is under higher
pressure. This article discusses the fiction of Ho Lok, Hon Lai-chu, Chan
Chi Wa, Tse Hiu-hung, Lee Wai-yi, and Cheung Yuen-man, to explore
how they understand the relationship between urban and natural spaces.
This article first points out how “Post-1997 Hong Kong Young Writers”
represent the conflict between urban and natural space in their fiction; and

that urban residents lose their connection with nature due to their way of
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living. Finally, it discusses how “Post-1997 Hong Kong Young Writers”
present their “topophilia” for the natural environment, and caring about

the survival of species other than humans in urban spaces.

Keywords: Post-1997 Hong Kong Young Writers, nature relatedness,

urban spaces, topophilia
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