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The Research Transformation and Main

Trends of Modern Chinese Literature and Culture

in the United States’

Li, Song’
Chen, Yang-zi’

Abstract: Since 1975, there have been three academic journals in the
field of modern Chinese literature studies in the United States, which are
now classified as Modern Chinese Literature and Culture. The renaming
of the three journals reflects the transformation of research ideas, scope,
theories and methods, as well as the historical changes and development
trend of sinology research in the United States. From the perspective of
transformation, Modern Chinese Literature and Culture embodies the
following characteristics: the integration of literature and politics, the
integration of tradition and modernity, the dismantling of disciplinary

barriers, the dialogue between Chinese and western cultures, and the
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convergence of Chinese and western information. The trend of the
journal towards interdisciplinary and cultural studies is closely related to
the decline of the regional research upsurge and the rise of the left-wing
criticism. The rise of globalization and the change of the cold war pattern
led to the change of the trend of literary research in the United States,
which provided an opportunity for the transformation of modern Chinese
literary research in the English-speaking world. This kind of turn affects
the orientation of the researcher to this discipline, which in turn affects

the academic purport of the researcher in this field.

Keywords: The United States, Modern literary, Paradigm, China studies,
Cultural studies
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W5% (China Studies ) {F %y &g b 52 1F 55 B 15 RO ER R i Al BT 2052 ~
FHARIZE AR » RunsE s - SCRESU LRSI TR DS
B+ B CRAREE - RENEERSC - S HEE
PTG BEIMOHEE o Bud RAVEEIL ~ AR NBHIREE R ~ Sl
HIREEH » 28 EIPRERGOR Bl R 2RV - MINAREE
TRV - #52 (Mike Gotz) 1 1975 FRIHF 1 IEIEZ iR
Yy (GBRARHBISCEfE#H ) (Modern Chinese Literature Newsletter
1975-1981 - f&jf§ MCLN) s HIWIREE AR EE s A R ey o
BRRASE 0 FEERSE SR Y E2 iR s TR Ry T 20U a8 - 1984 FF 5
7 (Howard Goldblatt) #£ MCLN HyFE:bE EAIME T (FRATEISC
B Y (Modern Chinese Literature > 1984-1998 » f5fH MCL) - 3% 1|
1998 FF## 1 80 72 (Kirk Denton) #E(EF 47 @ FERFSH R (AR
RSB AL)  (Modern Chinese Literature and Culture) ( f&ifH
MCLC > 1999-) -~ HT=P{E 40 DI E = (EFA R R E HAVEE )
AT AR - BGE T SSERHVER AP I SCERA SE A R ~ #iE -
R B )77 77 MRV AI B E AT - SR T BT R E A ST A R SR

7 Perry Link, “Ideology and Theory in the Study of Modern Chinese Literature: An
Introduction.” MODERN CHINA, vol. 19, no. 1(Jan.1993), pp. 4-12.
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18 Howard Goldblatt, “Editor’s Remarks.” Modern Chinese Literature, vol.l,
no.1(September.1984), pp. 5-6. S {7 CREZ(F » PEHATIAER G5 [ - i
& MCL -
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20 Howard Goldblatt, “Editor’s Remarks.” Modern Chinese Literature, vol.10,
1n0.1/2(Spring/Fall.1998), pp. 5-6. & : MCL/MCLC i&—T¥yiiigH] B8 K
HEA » R 2S5 [T SCEZ SR o 2 R B S R H 7 - 018
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2. MCLC RESOURCE CENTER: https://u.osu.edu/MCLC/journal/ ( BIE HHf :

2020412 H28H) -
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