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Writing on “Class of 1977” in China:
The Metanarrative of Han Shaogong’s Modification’

Kwong, Man-fung*

Abstract: In 1977, China restored the National College Entrance
Examination. “Class of 19777, speaking for itself, means the first
cohort of students admitted to universities since the Cultural Revolution.
Modification is the latest novel by Han Shaogong about how a
writer from “Class of 1977” wrote a web fiction based on his cohorts.
On the theme of novel creation process, Modification places particular
emphasis on the fictionality of characters, reveals the editing of plots and
shows the transformation from reality to fiction. Such narratives serve a
self-reference function, thus being regarded as metanarratives. With
the use of Western literary theory on metafiction, this article explains
Han’s reflections upon the nature of novel writing. It is further stated that
Modification is indeed about Han’s looking back on his writing journey
and “the modification process” on such journey will be analyzed. Han,

back in 2008, made “polishing” amendments to his own works and explained

3 Received: October 23, 2020; Sent out for revision: March 2, 2021;
Accepted: March 10, 2021

Thanks to two anonymous experts for their valuable comments.

Lecturer of the School of Arts and Social Sciences, the Open University of Hong
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his principles behind. In Modification, this kind of “polishing” amend-
ment is clearly illustrated. On the one hand, stories of “Class of 1977 are
narrated in this novel with the post-Cultural Revolution history as the
story background; but on the other hand there are narratives examining the
authenticity by “stating the untruths”. With reference to Han’s past
critiques of “scar literature”, this article points out that Modification
carries on demonstrating Han’s lingering doubt over writing history
through novels. By applying Western metafiction theory to the metafiction
of contemporary Chinese history, it is revealed that the study of Modification
not only has its value in enriching Han’s stories of “Class of 1977 about
the educated youth, it also aims to provide the research trend of literature

review in the 1980s with a fresh perspective for reference.

Keywords: Han Shaogong, Modification, Metanarrative, Class of 1977
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