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The Stormy Petrel About to Fly:
Tai Jingnong’s Subjective Consciousness Formation

Before Going to Taiwan’

Xu, Lin*

Abstract: This article attempts to analyze Tai Jingnong’s works before
October of 1946 from the perspective of shaping the subject conscious-
ness, as well as the resonance relationship between his works and the his-
torical situation, and sort out his path and changes in thought. Although
Tai Jingnong’s early works were influenced by anarchist thoughts and
indicated the budding of “revolutionary” consciousness, the core was
more concerned with a nationalistic adjustment of traditional conception
of the “scholar” in the transitional era. His subsequent novel collection
The Tower Builders showcased Tai Jingnong’s entangled subjective
consciousness around 1930. The writing of “revolution + love” novels
reflected the dual dilemma of spirit and practice: the failure of an “intel-
lectual” who intends to be a “revolutionary”. Nevertheless, the “revolu-
tionary” practice at this stage has quietly nourished his ideological back-

ground. With the full-scale outbreak of China War of Resistance against
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Japanese Aggression, Tai Jingnong has enriched and established his
subjective consciousness as an “intellectual” through constant criticism
of the reality, on the basis of which his consciousness of “revolution” has
been internalized more deeply. Meanwhile, Tai maintained the consisten-
cy of literature and revolution in practice while converging the subjective

consciousness of the “intellectual” with the “revolutionary”.

Keywords: Tai Jingnong, Subjective consciousness, Intellectual,

Revolutionary
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