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The genre of detective-style novels
--On the ambiguity of the stylistic rules and layout
of the collection of detective-style novels in Ming Dynasty’

Chang, Kai-te'

Abstract:The collection of detective-style novels in Ming Dynasty is
taken as the research object in this paper. Because the themes of detec-
tive-style novels are similar to those of legalistic books and secret books
of litigation masters, they have different types of names. This paper
focuses on the difficulties in distinguishing the styles derived from it.
And this paper notices the influence of the time characteristics of Ming
Dynasty’s transcription on the compilation of Ming Dynasty’s novels,
re examines the academic analysis of the style types of detective-style
novels and summarizes the appropriateness of the different names by
discussing the different names successively. Secondly, Yu Xiangdou’s
new style of “notes” echoed the trend of the times. Later, the collection
of detective-style novels also added notes, which became a common fea-
ture of detective-style novels. Then, this paper continues to deduce the

law of the development of the detective-style novels titles and finds that
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4 Doctor of Philosophy, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung Hsing

University.



NERBI—MIBR AR RERAMKE 433

the detective-style novels present its prototype, convergence and mature
stage around the title characteristics of “detective-style” and “biography”,
which has great meaning in the evolutionary history of the detective-style

novels.

Keyword: Detective-style novels in Ming Dynasty, the style of document
of judgment, the style of multiple judges, the style of biography,
the style of one judge
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