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A Genealogy of Haunted Space:

Tiananmen in Modern Chinese Poetry

Kevin Dong’

Abstract: This paper focuses on a specific space, Tiananmen, in modern
Chinese poetry through the lens of spectrality. Because of its inextricable
connection with a series of historical events in the twentieth century,
Tiananmen is widely regarded as a political space. However, in modern
Chinese poetry, it is displaced, misinterpreted, and reinvented as a haunted
place. This paper begins with the uncanny experience aroused by the
"invisible-visibility" of Tiananmen in the poems of Zhou Zuoren and
Luo Jialun. Then a spectral genealogy is developed in the entanglement
between three historical moments and relevant poems: Wen Yiduo and
Rao Mengkan both focused on Tiananmen, rather than the real massacre
locale, to express a paradoxical attitude towards the March 18 Massacre
in 1926; Hu Feng's naive conjuration of ghosts in "Time Has Begun"
to celebrate the establishment of the PRC counterproductively rendered
Tiananmen an eerie place that contrasts the jubilant atmosphere on October
1, 1949; in memory of the June Fourth Incident in 1989, poets redefined
"Tiananmen" as a spectral agency in the lexicon of vernacular Chinese
and highlighted the materiality of specters. This paper argues that poets

are in tension with the political connotations of Tiananmen; the desire

2 Graduate Student, University of California, Davis.
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to deconstruct and reinvent Tiananmen is also coupled with aesthetic

pursuits that continuously contribute to the multi-layered hauntedness of

Tiananmen in modern Chinese poetry.

Keywords:specters, Tiananmen, poetry, Wen Yiduo, Hu Feng
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3 2% Blanco Maria Del Pilar and Esther Peeren, The Spectralities Reader: Ghosts
and Haunting in Contemporary Cultural Theory (New York: Bloomsbury, 2013),
pp- 31-36.



— BB ZEEE R  IRAEFPRORZEM 261

AFRE | IHEEE Y WmE S EURE T TR HE AR
(radical critical spirit) HJ4EK » FEITHERRAE X325 H BIUEUGHERE - °
ST AR ERETEAT TR ARRNVTEES  #E (B
SEAVHHEE ) WL /r AR SRR By T — (B T v A S A
ENMERFREWEAYSCESOA | © > (HEE AR T T RstvF}
B —FERAIA IR YRR o T{ERTRSIIMNEE - DI T A4
RIE - FEE5 SR | ° ARV R ISR FUAR T3 T AR I R LA
BRI, (CRNESED » hauntology A Bt /2 ontology HY[E| &5 ) »
A& TR BB BUARIRE (B8 2 1R Ry — T 5 1Y R RE RO ALL 5
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4 Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak, “Ghostwriting.” Diacritics 25, no. 2 (1995): 66.
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6 Aijaz Ahmad, “Reconciling Derrida: ‘Specters of Marx’ and Deconstructive
Politics” in Ghostly Demarcations, p.90.

7 Pieere Macherey, “Marx Dematerialized, or the Spirit of Derrida” in Ghostly
Demarcations, p.18.

8  Collin Davis, Haunted Subjects: Deconstruction, Psychoanalysis and the Return

of the Dead (New York: Basingstoke, 2007), p.9.
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9 Jacques Derrida, Specters of Marx: The State of the Debt, the Work of the
Mourning, and the New International trans. Peggy Kamuf (London: Routeledge,
1994), p. xviii.
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10 &3 Carlos Rojas, “Specters of Marx, Shades of Mao and the Ghosts to Global
Capital”, Introduction to Ghost Protocol: Development and Displacement
in Global China, ed. Carlos Rojas and Ralph A. Leizinger (Durham: Duke
University Press, 2016), pp. 1-12.
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Yang Xiaobin, “Conjuring Up the Specters of Revolution” in Chinese Revolution
and Chinese Literature, ed. Tao Dongfeng, et al. (Newcastle: Cambridge
Scholars Publishing, 2009), vii.
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17 Blanco and Peeren, The Spectralities Reader, p. 395.

Sigmund Freud, “The Uncanny,” in Writings on Art and Literature (Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 1997), p. 241.

19 Blanco and Peeren, The Spectralities Reader; p. 397.

20 Blanco and Peeren, Popular Ghosts: The Haunted Spaces of Everyday (New
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ed. Rolf Tiedemann (New York: Columbia Press, 1991), p. 68.
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