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The Discussion on Five Characters in “Shi Bén” by

Their First Names & Courtesy Names’

Huang, Sheng-sung’

Abstract: Wang, Yin-zhi (1766-1834), the author of “Chtn Qid Ming Zi
Ji¢ Gu” (The Explanations to the First Names & Courtesy Names in the
Spring and Autumn Period) in Qing dynasty. He classified the relationship
between first names and courtesy names to characters by categorizing the
pronunciations of Chinese characters, deciphering the meaning of ancient
Chinese characters, analyzing the grammar and rhetoric in “Spring and
Autumn Annals”. “Shi Bén”, as a historical source for the genealogy of
ancient emperors and even vassals, qings and da-fus before Qin dynasty,

M99

was also a reference to “Chiin Qiti Ming Zi Ji¢ Gu”. Five of the characters
were taken from it. According to “Chtn Qit Ming Zi Ji¢ Gu”, this article
discusses the first names and courtesy names of five characters in “Shi
Bén” by categorizing the pronunciations, deciphering the meanings and
analyzing the grammar and rhetoric. They are Gong-zi Shu (the prince
of Song State) whose courtesy name is “Yue-fi”’; Hua Jia’s (from Song
State) is “Shi-zi”’; Da-fu (the senior official of Song State) Kong, Jin-fu’s

is “Zi-mu”; Gong-zi (the prince of Chén State) Chu’s is “Zi-song”’; and
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(the prince of Qi State) Jido’s is “Zi-yuan”. This article also analyzes
synonymous relationship between first names and courtesy names of
these five characters, such as Gong-zi Shu and Gong-zi Jido; however, it
is an association in similar meaning for example Hua Jia, Kong, Jin-fi,

and Gong-zi Chu.

Keywords: Shi Bén, Zuo Zhuan, characters, first name, courtesy name
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