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Sinicization of Foreign God

--The Study of Datuk Kong Belief in Malaysia®

Tan Ai Boay”
Toh Teong Chuan’

Abstract: In the 19th century, majority Chinese moved to Nanyang were
labours. They brought the traditional Chinese society land deity concept
to the new land. On the stranger land, the existing land deity concept met
to Malay society “Keramat” belief, the amalgamation of these two beliefs
brough the emergence of unique Datuk Kong Belief. By carry out the
investigation to the Datuk Kong temples in Malaysia, the paper attempts
to compile the historical materials and legends. The paper classified the

Datuk Kong based on the “sinicization” and discuss their functions.
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