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Interpretation and Positioning of Kang Youwei’s

“Annotation of Four Books”’

Wang, Hui-ju*

Abstract : Kang Youwei is one of the most controversial characters in
the late Qing Dynasty, and people have always had different opinions
about him. It is needless to say that Kang was highly active in politics.
This legitimacy of his political foundation was based on his status as a
Confucian scholar. In the face of changes in the old and new era, Kang
wanted to use the core value of Confucian Classics-practical utility, to
make an alternative philosophical interpretation for Confucian Classics.
Although he did not make good political and scholastic achievement,
it did not harm the development of Confucian classics and Chinese
philosophy. On the contrary, it could open up more discussions due to the
new changes in thought.

This article intends to take Kang Youwei’s “Annotation of Four
Books™ as the core, and point out that his interpretations were neither
Han Song nor in a chronological fashion. He introduced the social and

political doctrines of Western capitalism into Confucianism. In fact, he

3 Received: March 21, 2020; Sent out for revision: August 15, 2020; Accepted:
September 20, 2020
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constructed his rational scale from Gongyang’s “Theory of Three Social
Condition” to Kang Youwei’s “Theory of Three Social Condition”;
by using “Annotation of Four Books” to explain Kang Youwei’s
“Theory of Three Social Condition”, which is similar to the content of
The Book of the Great Unity, marking the significance of the inevitable
transformation of Confucianism. Kang Youwei’s “Annotation of Four
Books” marked his paradigm shift from classics to new interpretations
and creation of his own thought system. He strongly promoted the
concept of comprehensive Westernization in the face of strong Classics
values. By using Confucianism and annotating the Classics as a formal
reason, while utilizing “Kangism” and Kang Youwei’s “Theory of Three
Social Condition” as resources, his intention to restructure and dominate

the replacement of the new situation was distinctive.

Keywords - Kang Youwei, Interpretation of the Four Books, Confucianism

& Kangism, Late-Qing Academic
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