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The Beginning and the Changes of Knights-errant
in Warring States Period’s

Liu Tao (The Six Arts of War) and Han Feizi’
Wu, Hueih-ling*

Abstract: So far, most research about knights-errant have based
on Han Feizi as original reference. Yet recently, in searching the
electronic database of Siku Quanshu (Wenyuange Edition) and the
database of Chinese Classic Ancient Books, the author has found that
the term “knight-errant” had already appeared in one of the Warring
States Period’s books of tactics, Liu Tao-Wen Tao-Shan Shien. Thus it is
reasonable to trace the term’s original meaning and to understand
related references back to Liu Tao. The author assumes that the track
about knight-errant’s beginning stage to maturity can be clarified both
through restoring the original appearance of this group and through the
studying of the changes of knights-errant in Han Feizi.

So the writing strategy of this research firstly focuses on interpreting
the term “knight-errant” in Liu Tao and on analyzing the value system
carried out by the term in order to view the primitive looks and core

spirit when the term first appeared. Secondly, although there are abundant

3 Received: March 21, 2020; Sent out for revision: August 15, 2020; Accepted:
September 20, 2020

4 Lecturer of the Department of Chinese Literature National Taipei University
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research achievements about “knight-errant”, this research would try to
reorganize and redefine the term in Han Feizi. Lastly, the research would
analyze the history of the term “knight-errant” from its beginning to its
changing varieties by viewing the comparisons and contrasts about the

description of knights-errant in the aforementioned two classics.

Keywords : knight-errant, Liu Tao(The Six Arts of War), Han Feizi
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