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Interpretation of Neo-Confucianism:

Chen Lai’s Study of Chuan-shan*

Lin, Bo-hung’

Shi, Chao®

Abstract:The developments of the study of Chuan-shan in Taiwan and China
have differed; in early times, one focused on idealism, while the other em-
phasized materialism. Afterwards, these differences defined the philosophy of
the mind and Neo-Confucianism. The representative of Chuan-shan upon the
philosophy of the mind is Chao-Hsu Tseng, a scholar of Taiwan, while that of
Chuan-shan upon Neo-Confucianism is Chen Lai, a Chinese scholar.

From the perspective of the philosophy of Zhu Xi, the interpretation and
evaluation of Chuan-shan show both significance and limitation. The signif-
icance is that interpretation upon Neo-Confucianism emphasizes the correla-
tion between Chuan-shan and Zhu Xi, and reveals the interaction between
Neo-Confucianism and the learning of Qi; the limitation is that learning of Qi
is not Neo-Confucianism, and Chuan-shan does not refer to Zhu Xi.

Chuan-shan is the learning of Qi, and its philosophy is based on the

4 Received: October 21, 2021; Sent out for revision: March 01, 2022;
Accepted:March 30, 2022
> Ph.D. Programs Foundation of the Ministry of Education of China

6 Associate Professor, College of Management, Sanda University
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study of Changes, which emphasizes heaven and earth and the dialectical
thoughts of consistency between these two ends. From the perspective of the
study of Changes, Chuan-shan specifically negated the study of Changes of
Zhu Xi. Different from Zhu Xi, Chuan-shan did not support the theory of the
flaw of temperament; temperament means neutrality and is not the cause of
wickedness. The discussion of Chuan-shan regarding sentiment focused on
correlation, rather than on specific interpretations of concepts, as suggested
by Zhu Xi. Temperament refers to mutual need and formation, implies the
meaning of the process of time, and refers to the function and significance of
the substance and the ethical meaning of moral rules. The correlation of such
sentiments can explore all things and refer to Tai Chi.

The discussion of correlation is based on heaven and earth and the dialec-
tical thoughts of consistency between the two ends, and is extended to Dao-
Qi unification, Li-Qi unification, Li-Yu unification, and Li-Shih unification,
as associated with historical sociology. Comprehension of Chuan-shan will be
incomplete without understanding the significance of the correlation and the
dialectical thoughts of consistency between the two ends.

Evaluations of Chuan-shan cannot be precise, thus, this study attempts
to review the interpretation upon Neo-Confucianism, and recognize the sig-
nificance and limitations to explore the measures required to comprehend the

philosophy of Chuan-shan.

Keywords:Neo-Confucianism, learning of Qi, Zhu Xi, Chuan-shan,

Chen Lai
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