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On the Characteristics of Yang Jue’s Yijing
learning in which understanding the heart in
depth and Treating knowledge and practice

with equal importance in the Ming Dynasty’

Yang, Zhi-ping*

Abstract - In the Ming Dynasty, Yang Jue authored the book
Zhouyibianlu. The book only explains the sixty-four trigrams of Yijing.
It seems to be nothing more than the viewpoint of loyalty to the emperor,
no wonder commented by the Officers in Academy for the Compilation
of Sikugquanshu that he loyal minister is. However, if we combine Yang
Jue’s poetry and related writings of his time, we can see that Yang Jue
inherited the Cheng-Zhu School, affirming Cheng-Zhu’s viewpoint of
pursuing the truth deeply, facing the limitations of his own temperament,
making efforts to cultivate and accepting the plight of being wronged
and imprisoned. Through self-examination, reading, discussing, and
interpreting the Yijing, he faced his own body, mind, and soul, and was
able to corroborate with what the Yijing had said. His mind and body

were finally calmed, and at the same time he was able to prove that

3 Received: November 24, 2022; Sent out for revision: January 30, 2023;
Accepted: February 10, 2023
Distinguished professor of Chinese Literature department, National Central

University.
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what the sages had said was true. Zhouyibianlu does not contain any
resentment could be due to the very good self-awareness and strict
cultivation. Yijing is the study of the body and the mind of a gentleman,
and we can refer to Yang Jue’s personal experience in reading, speaking,
and studying Yijing to advance our lives and establish our lives in peace.
This is the characteristic of and contribution to the study of Yijing by

Yang Jue.

Keywords: Yang Jue * Zhouyibianlu, Yijing learing, Ming Dynasty,
Cheng-Zhu
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