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The Pursuit of the Dao and the Embodiment of
the Dao: Xunzi’s Perspective on “Happiness”
and its Connection to the Thoughts on

“The Joy of Confucius and Yan Hui”’

Hsieh, Yun-ru4

Abstract:The study explores Xunzi’s ideas in two phases. In the first
phase, the significance of forming morality through learning is shown
in the saying “To be noble and not lowly, to be intelligent and not
foolish, and to be rich and not poor.” in Xunzi ( { %) ). By achieving
morality through learning in the ideas of Xunzi, a man’s morality in
his cultivation is correlated with intrinsic blessedness, which exists at
the level of a spiritual realm and varies from extrinsic blessedness by
definition of the Chinese character “ #& ” in pre-Qin dynasties. In
the next phase, the pattern of achieving morality through learning in
Xunzi’s ideas also shares cross references with the saying “With learning,
emolument may be found in it.” in Confucius’s perspectives. The

issue in the properties of learning also reveals that Xunzi’s ideas above

3 Received: April 30, 2023; Sent out for revision: July 19, 2023;
Accepted: August 9, 2023
Thank to the two anonymous reviewers for their valuable and detailed
suggestions. I also extend my teacher Lin, Qi-ping and Zhou, Zhi-huang for their
guidance on the conceptualization and writing process of this article.

4 PhD student, Department of Chinese Literature, National ChengChi University.



SKEHAERE -
=R, BT TEER L AEE TS WBREHE 151

23
i

implicitly include the possibilities concerning Confucianism (ideas of
Confucius and Yenhui), in which Xunzi and Confucianism both share
same views in the joy of spiritual realm. In short, the study first sheds light
on Xunzi’s ideas of blessedness sphere and examines Xunzi’s ideas in the
development of Confucianism via the dimension of joy in practicing

Confucianism.

Keywords: Confucius, Yenhui, Xunzi, Conformance in Morality and

Blessedness, The Joy of Confucius and Yan Hui
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