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Discussing Chinese Localized Beliefs and Territories
through Malaysia’s Thriller Films 9.13 The
Returning and The Story of Southern Islet'

Lei, Bo’ Tan, Ai—Boay6

Abstract: Through the Chinese-language thriller films 9.73 The Returning
and The Story of Southern Islet, which are based on true stories, this
paper explores the localised beliefs of Malaysian Chinese, particularly
the syncretic belief of Chinese and Malay’s. These films highlight a the
coexists of the multi ethnics and religion in the nation, presenting by a
va-riety of thoughts and lifestyles. The Story of Southern Islet even
sheds light on the lesser-known Sinicized deity from “Semangat padi”.
This study probe into various interconnected issues such as the
production of Chinese-language films in Malaysia, the transmission of
religious beliefs, the localization of these beliefs, and the regional
boundaries of religious faith. This paper argues that “Traditional

Malaysian Chinese Beliefs” encompass the worship of deities from

4 Received: October 22, 2023; Sent out for revision: January 02, 2024; Accepted:
January 13, 2024.

5 PhD Candidate, Department of Chinese Studies, Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman;
Lecturer, The Nanyang Institute of Technology.

6 Associate Professor and Head of Programme, Department of Chinese Studies,

Universiti Tunku Abdul Rahman
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other ethnic. In contrast to deities originating from China, the local
deities depicted in the films are fluid in nature, capable of both
benevolence and malevolence, and can manifest as gods or ghosts, even
taking on male or female forms. In this research, the researchers not only
analyze audio-visual language, but also field visits along with interviews
to explore the screen representation and cultural significance of different

religious beliefs, together with cultural concepts within the medium of film.

Keywords: Chinese-language triller firms, localised deity,

Malaysia Chinese, boundary.
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7 Perak Government Gazette 1889, p. 482.
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