36
113 9 65 122 65

" TR FARER
"HRE ® TRLEE, 2B2E
e K42

WME: pRFLNTFE - k2t AREPfP RAFA 2220
AR RERFERT TS - R EAPRERTFE AT A
AAFEETRAAFE AL TV RRL R A2 GF
PN E TR 1AL TAXAFH 0 2B A AR TR
e PR R T & T F o e T pek
i%i@ﬂﬂ}@ﬁrkﬁJﬁﬁﬁwﬁaDwgmﬁﬁn:&%rﬁ%J

s

B E PR RRAER e R R T

2 BLEREEG A - T A A
iﬂﬁmﬁi BoB2 TE AR GE S - A AL TR
3 %iﬁﬂwzé@o Flob kv B F - M e RS 4
AR RRR L R-HRFFERLFLF LML FD
doie A 2 o

FARER : R E T4 L - 2E G5 F

YU EEA ¢ 2023/10/31 ; (SR HEA ¢ 2024/01/09 #3257 HHH 1 2024/01/18
? SRR B T L B Y



66 36

Similarities and Differences between Zhang Zai’s and

Wang Fuzhi’s Theories of Character and Chi:

A Discussion of Character and Chi as a Whole®

Lin, Dong-yi*

Abstract: Since the chi philosophy became separated from neo-
Confucianism, the theories of Zhang Zai from the Northern Song dynasty
and Wang Fuzhi from the transitional period between the Ming and Qing
dynasties have been categorized under the chi philosophy. Yang Rur-bin
further divided this philosophy into pre-created and post-created chi
theories, with Zhang’s and Wang’s theories being defined as pre-created
chi theories that focus on recovering one’s nature. Although Zhang’s and
Wang’s theories share the goal of recovering one’s nature, Zhang focused
on one’s character that is uninfluenced by chi, whereas Wang regarded chi
as an essential element in the discussion of character. Nevertheless, they
both dissected the concepts of “voidness” and “emptiness” in Buddhology
from the perspective of chi when they addressed the issues of their
respective eras, demonstrating similarities in their thinking. This study
explored the similarities and differences between Zhang’s and Wang’s

theories of character and chi by examining character and chi as a whole,

3 Received: October 31, 2023; Sent out for revision: January 09, 2024; Accepted:
January 18, 2024.

4 Assistant professor, Center for General Education of Ling Tung University.
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with the aim of clarifying the reasons behind the increasing focus on chi

over character in the rationalism discourse of the Qing dynasty.

Keyword: Zhang Zai, Wang Fuzhi, neo-Confucianism, chi philosophy
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