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Narrative of city god in Sanyan, Erpai and Xing Shi Yan®
Hsieh, Chia-ying*

Abstract:This article discusses the significance and value of the Sanyan,
Erpai and Xing Shi Yan narrative of City God, and its importance in the
history of fictions. First of all, “City God’s Jiangnan origin” reflects the
prosperity and development of Jiangnan cities in the late Ming Dynasty,
and the fiction’s editors have a geographical relationship with the place of
publication (such as Qiantang, Suzhou and Nanjing), or are related to the
official career of the editors, so most of them are based on Jiangnan. The
city is the main story background, and the origin of the City God has
nothing to do with the region where he works. The qualifications for a
mortal to become the City God are civil servants with high moral character
(such as honesty and loyalty). Since the two positions correspond to each

other, the dress of the City God is close to the image of an official in the

3 Received: April 29, 2024; Sent out for revision: July 26, 2024; Accepted: July 30, 2024.
This article was funded by the National Science Council on Assistant Professor Liu
Bozheng, Department of Chinese Literature, Taiwan Universitiy, ‘Glimmer and
Shadow: The Historical Writing and Moral Allegory in 17th Century Vernacular
Short Stories’ (No. 112-2628-H-002-014-MY2, Project under the Special Research
Program of the Ministry of Science and Technology) -- the results of the plan
‘Narrative of city god in Sanyan’( No. 113-2811-H-002-027).In addition, I would
like to thank the anonymous reviewers for their valuable comments, which made

this article more perfect.
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world, reflecting the functions of the City God recognized by people at
that time.

Secondly, the city god’s “administrative function in the underworld”
is similar to that of local officials, and he can “supervise local officials and
assist in solving crimes”. New officials must pay homage to the City God
before taking office, and the representatives will be supervised by him,
and local officials would still pray to the City God for help in solving the
case. In addition, the City God also has the function of “maintaining local
peace” similar to that of the Earth God. The functions of the City God
from the Southern Song Dynasty to the Ming Dynasty were similar to
those of the land. Finally, the spatial narrative significance of the City
God’s Temple, and the Temple blurs the meaning of its public and private
space that witnesses private gatherings between lovers, and the area
around the City God’s Temple is a temple market where people gather and
trade, so it has both religious and secular significance. The City God’s
Temple publicly declares the punishment of evildoers and transcends the
souls of the dead, demonstrating the God’s judgment function of the City
God. The plot of “Praying for Rain and Asking for Lots” reflects the
integration of the City God’s belief, Taoism and shamanism.

Sanyan, Erpai and Xing Shi Yan highlights the prosperity of the City
God’s belief in the late Ming Dynasty, and shows that the Ming Dynasty
officials paid more attention to the narrative of the City God’s belief than
the Tang Dynasty. Therefore, the editors elevated the importance and
status of the City God when adapting the previous text. The diverse spatial

narrative significance of the City God’s Temple shows the importance of
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the City God’s narrative in the history of fictions.

Keywords:Sanyan and Erpai, Xing Shi Yan, narrative of city god,

earth god, underworld
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