37
114 3 191 245 191

& TREERNL B TR 225
F[EER - Eliwm "R, EF

w
WE: ¢ T 2R NEFE >4 (Sinophone literature) > 12 % =~ ~
40w pegY WY vy B o T F 4 | (against diaspor-
a) AL AEFFAE LR 2% SRR EFA B AP
j€m ¥ ¢ B+ (Chineseness ) f2%% o [ a4z | (diaspora) 48 Bk
Frp R TR B PISLZ B RITeR o - X LR
Foeom R T g o A 0 & DT, & TR e, 2t
FehE B H e T AL ® N TEF | (drifting)
5 (1980s-) 2 £ F hkF I > 4os B dBd FH oL
oo B oE W IRER A X 2 & BT E LS R B2 4P
o fE® (1979-) KAA L A5 > a SEEEE L8> Bk
R 3 ,@«;"qtﬁi—;%@;rs;;;/\f&*g s M faLE oo
Aoy RENEH L GRUSEALE LR i My

%Pu R

S | (place) PeA 2 A% - BF P35 TEH | - 3 &b o

B ALY AR LARRPEBR L 0 R EE - s

UL HHE 1 2024/04/30 5 SR HEH @ 2024/07/15 5 B2 HEH © 2024/07/19
AL (B A TEEE BT REREL, —DIBERE R - Hil
RO B TR TESE SRS, o B RS
BUSCER 2y > 2023 £F 10 H 21 H > SRR AFIURBSES U?E.E EEERES
W EAxrER it E R R SRR -
" EBEERGRETEEE S R AL BEA



192 37

FOTE AR 0 2~ 3 B BRI R G AR RS
BOATREN L AL E B P A AR RS LT N o B

e b £, & = ’ i = ;
N ¥ L= ¥ T N7 z W
P‘-ﬁm'ﬁ— b"’_E/AU\"TerIK’E‘,'ﬁ—;\;,mﬁ_l_gi\.—» 'FI’#F“’T&

)

A TR EPMLE BRASR S LA BRGS b
g ]LH’:LE» ’ f’j?i‘;i TE 0 ﬁ% FW—“'i: °

BASEE : =3 A B E R B



193

Drifting Beyond “Diaspora” and “Against Diaspora”:
A study of Maniniwei and Cao Shuying”

Xiang, Yang™

Abstract: Shu-mei Shih promotes the concept of Sinophone literature,
which challenges the Sinocentric view of literature with its multiplicity
and decentralization. A key argument in Shih’s framework is “against
diaspora,” which underscores the integration of overseas Chinese into
their local societies, thereby disassociating from an inherent Chineseness.
“Diaspora” beckons the nostalgia of homeland, while “against diaspora”
calls for the acknowledgment of the foreign land as the new home. Both
dialectics present a binary choice to the transborder individuals. Beyond
“diaspora” and “against diaspora,” this paper introduces the concept of
“drifting.”

Maniniwei (1980s-), a figure who grew up in Malaysia and has lived
in Taiwan for over twenty years, initially felt alienated from her homeland
and distant from Taiwan, seemingly without a place to call home.
Conversely, Cao Shuying, born in 1979, moved from Northeast China to
Beijing, and then to Hong Kong and Taiwan, investing deep affection in

each place, making everywhere home.

* Received: Apri; 30, 2024; Sent out for revision: June 15, 2024 ; Accepted: June 19,
2024.
* PhD Candidate, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Hong Kong
Baptist University.
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This paper places the texts within the authors’ life trajectories and the
socio-historical context, employing the concept of “place” and theories of
identity to explicate “drifting”: Firstly, it is directionless. Drifting does not
adhere to border crossings from mainland China, and its routes are non-
linear, allowing for return and recurrence. Secondly, it is unanchored. Like
water, drifting is fluid and without a fixed stance; the homeland, previous
country, or new locale does not necessarily serve as a terminus, and
successive diasporas are also possible within drifting. The emotions and
identities of transborder individuals are likewise unanchored, exhibiting
fluidity, diversity, and even contradictions within themselves. In sum,
“drifting” focuses on transborder individuals as entities, enriching the
discourse on Sinophone transborder narratives with their unique life

experiences and emotional complexities.

Keywords: Sinophone, Female, Taiwan, Malaysian Chinese, Hong Kong
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4 Shih, Shu-Mei. Global Literature and the Technologies of Recognition.
Publications of the Modern Language Association of America, vol. 119, no. 1, Jan.
2004, p. 29. JF 37 By : By “sinophone” literature I mean literature written in
Chinese by Chinese-speaking writers in various parts of the world outside China,
as distinguished from “Chinese literature”-literature from China.
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Braziel, Jana Evans, and Anita Mannur. Nation, Migration, Globalization: Points
of Contention in Diaspora Studies. Edited by Jana Evans Braziel and Anita
Mannur., Blackwell, 2003. Theorizing Diaspora : A Reader, pp. 1-2.
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22 Rutherford, Jonathan. 4 Place Called Home: Identity and the Cultural Politics of
Difference. 1990. Lawrence / Wishart, pp. 19-20.

23 Hall, Stuart. The Question of Cultural Identity. Edited by Stuart Hall, et al., Polity
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