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The study on Bai Juyi’s Chanting and
Self-Expression®

Chung, Shiao-feng™

Abstract: Chanting poetry is not merely an act of reading; it is also a
form of expressing emotions and showcasing self-image through
sound and rhythm, carrying unique poetic significance as a literary
activity. The Tang dynasty poet Bai Juyi not only claimed that he
“loved chanting poems”( " E#kiF | ) and that “chanting became an
obsession” ( " 153k IE | ) but also expressed his ideal of “chanting
throughout his life( " M5 —4= | ).” His numerous and consciously
composed works that portray chanting from different perspectives are
worth our attention. This paper discusses Bai Juyi’s chanting behavior
from three angles: First, it explains the main types and meanings of
chanting poetry in the Tang dynasty; second, it explores how Bai Juyi
expresses his chanting from various angles; and third, it analyzes Bai
Juyi’s unique style of chanting poetry through the lens of performance
and dramatization. In sum, Bai Juyi’s chanting displays a distinct
element of self-expression. Unlike his contemporaries, who were
burdened with the “bitter chanting”(:#5) of sorrow and grief, Bai

Juyi presents himself in public spaces with the persona of “drunken

* Received: October 31, 2024; Sent out for revision: February 18, 2025; Accepted:
February 21, 2025.

™ Associate Professor, Department of Chinese Literature, Tunghai University.



chanting”(fi%"%) and “mad chanting,”(J%%) establishing himself as a

Tang poet with a distinctive “vocal posture.”

Keywords: Bai Juyi, chanting, self-expression, bitter chanting, drunken

chanting
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