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Comparative Analysis of International New
Knowledge in the Explanation of Characters in the
"zi ke tu shuo" in the Late Qing Dynasty”

Chung, Che-yu™

Abstract: This article analyzes the international vision and enlightenment
of Western learning in the Huan De Fu Zi Ke in the late Qing Dynasty,
and makes a comparison with the Cheng Zhong Meng Zi Ke of the same
nature, hoping to observe the orientation of the content of the two books
and the ideological characteristics expressed. We can also see the
display of Western concepts and the international vision reflected in it.
For example, when Huan De Fu Zi Ke and Cheng Zhong Meng Zi Ke
discuss Asian countries, they mostly talk about their countries being
occupied by the West, while the narrative method of Huan De Fu Zi Ke
often describes the country's actions from the king's actions. The
situation shows the appearance of monarchy's rule. Huan De Fu Zi Ke
explains place names and important geography, and lists the
occupation of land by foreign countries as an important theme of

the book. It aims to enlighten schoolchildren not to forget the

Received: April 27, 2024 ; Sent out for revision: August 5, 2025; Accepted:
August 5, 2025.
** Associate Professor, Center for General Education, National Taipei University

of Business



TBARFERE B S AR S bl 223

national humiliation, and also implies the hope of rejuvenating the
country in the future. look forward to. Although China was invaded by
foreign powers at that time, Huan Di Fu Zi Ke still objectively described
the strengths of the foreign powers, did not ignore the superiority of
each country out of resentment, and held a positive attitude towards

Western learning.

Keywords: Huan de fi1 fen lei zi ke tushuo, Cheng zhong meng xue tang

zi ke tu shuo, Literacy enlightenment, Late Qing Dynasty, textbook
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